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FLOWERED Project Coordinator's Note
Dear reader,
On behalf of the whole FLOWERED consortium, I am pleased to introduce the
first FLOWERED Newsletter!
We look forward to keeping you informed and up-to-date about our activities
with our FLOWERED newsletter which we will issue quarterly from now.
For daily updates, follow us on Twitter @Floweredproject, Facebook
@FloweredEastAfrica, LinkedIn FLOWERED East Africa and Youtube Channel FLOWERED.
All the best,
Giorgio Ghiglieri

About FLOWERED
The “de - FLuoridation technologies for imprOving quality of WatEr and agRo - animal products
along the East African Rift Valley in the context of aDaptation to climate change project”
(FLOWERED), is a 3 years’ project (June 2016 - May 2019) funded by the European Union’s H2020
Research and Innovation Programme.
The FLOWERED project aims to contribute to the development of a sustainable water management
system in areas affected by fluoride contamination in water, soils and food in the African Rift Valley
countries (Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania), thus to improve living standards (environmental, health and
food security) of its population.
The Kick-off meeting of FLOWERED was organized in Cagliari (Sardinia, Italy) on the 22th July 2016,
at University of Cagliari headquarters. It gave EU and FLOWERED partners the opportunity to meet
face-to-face, exchange ideas and to plan the first year of the project in detail. All 14 consortium
partners were present:
Scientific Participants
➢ Department of Chemical and Geological Sciences, University of Cagliari, Italy (Coordinator)
➢ Desertification Research Centre, University of Sassari, Italy
➢ Centro di GeoTecnologie, University of Siena, Italy
➢ Departament de Cristallografia, Mineralogia i Dipòsits Minerals, Facultat de Geologia,
Universitat de Barcelona, Spain
➢ Institute of Biological Environmental and Rural Sciences, University of Aberystwyth, UK
➢ College of natural Sciences University of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
➢ Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, School of Science, University of Eldoret, Kenya
➢ Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology, Tanzania
International Organisation & NGO
➢ Oikos East Africa, Tanzania
➢ Observatoire du Sahara et du Sahel, International, Intergovernmental Organization
operating in Africa’s Sahara-Sahel Region, Tunisia
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SME
➢
➢
➢
➢

Hydro Technical Engineering S.r.l., Italy
Planetek Italia S.r.l., Italy
D D’Enginy Biorem S.L., Spain
Geomatrix PLC, Ethiopia

Website launch - http://www.floweredproject.org
In April 2017, the
FLOWERED
consortium launches
its new website. As
FLOWERED is an
alliance of many
partners
and
networks in Africa and
Europe, this central
platform
for
information exchange
is crucial for the
success of the project.
The new website includes information on the Project and its activities, such as news sections, the
principal investigators, an events calendar, and an area devoted to the Documents Management
System where the members of the Consortium can share information about their activities.
The FLOWERED website will continue to be extended throughout the lifetime of the project
according to the needs of the Consortium. We would also like to hear your opinion on the site and
its functionalities. Please contact us via flowered@oss.org.tn to subscribe to our newsletter or
comment on the news items.

Upcoming Project Events

FLOWERED Regional Workshop in Tanzania – July 2017
The Coordinator is glad to inform about the first Regional Workshop that will take place in Tanzania
on 18 and 19 July 2017. The workshop aims at creating an interactive and participatory dialogue
that could provide a precious feedback to the project activities and will allow to share and
disseminate the information generated by the project and its intermediate results/outputs.

Upcoming Dissemination Events

FLOWPATH
FLOWERED Project will take part to 3rd Edition of FLOWPATH, from 14th to 16th June 2017 at the
University of Cagliari. It is a national meeting on hydrogeology, organized by the Italian Chapter of
the International Association of Hydrogeologists (IAH). More information
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Project activities

Launch of FLOWERED Research activities in the study areas
Under the framework of the project, the first missions (December 2016 and February 2017) were
organized in Tanzania, Kenya and Ethiopia, bringing together partners from University of Cagliari –
Italy, University of Aberystwyth – UK, Universita de Barcelona –
Spain, and the Local partner from University of Eldoret (UOE) –
Kenya and Nelson Mandela African Institute for Science and
Technology – NM-AIST – Tanzania was present. The activities cover
WP1, WP2, WP3 and WP5.
The joint actions were related on the following themes:
• Meet the staff of the local partner involved in the project;
• Present the project to the local stakeholders involved in the project;
• Share and discuss the selection of the study area

In Kenya
UoE led by Dr. Enos Wambu, organized the different meetings
with the government officials of Nakuru County (agriculture,
livestock and water sectors) to adapt the proposed
questionnaire to the context of the key study area of Nakuru.
UoE also identified 6 team leaders in data collection and 40
university students/fresh graduates as enumerators.
The training organized by UNISS for the Team Leaders involved
the process of survey
submission and ethics in
research.
Different Field visits were conducted, involving UoE staff and
team leaders, where several activities were led such as water
sampling and analysis, Interview to local people about the
perception of fluoride at Nakuru Area (Kenya).

In Tanzania
The meetings with local partners of the Nelson Mandela
African Institute for Science and Technology (NM-AIST) and Oikos East Africa (OIKOS EA) were
managed by the local Coordinator Dr. Revocatus Machunda. The meetings were focused on:
•

Analysis of the data so far collected and acquisition
proposals of new maps and databases;
• Survey submission
During the field visits, geological observations, chemicalphysical measurements and a water sample for additional
laboratory measurements were realized at NM-AIST was
collected. In addition, interview to local people about the
perception of fluoride contamination and the related health
problems were carried out.
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OIKOS EA set up a meeting with the Ward Executive Officer of the key study area of Ngare Nanyuki,
organized logistic and transports for the field visits and provided soil data of the key study area.

Past Events

AfriAlliance Conference
FLOWERED took part to the 1st AfriAlliance Conference held from 22 to 24 March 2017 in
Ekurhuleni, South-Africa. The Conference was hosted by the Local Climate Solutions for Africa
(LoCS4Africa) 2017 Congress on Water and Climate, organized by ICLEI Local Governments for
Sustainability, Africa Secretariat, in partnership with Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality. More
information

EGU- European Geosciences Union General Assembly 2017
FLOWERED Project took part to European Geosciences Union General Assembly 2017, from 23 to
28 April 2017 in Vienna, Austria. It brought together geoscientists from all over the world to one
meeting covering all disciplines of the Earth, planetary and space sciences. More information

FLOWERED First Steering Committee, 19th July 2016
The Steering Committee (SC), which is the supervisory body for the execution of the Project, held
his first meeting in Cagliari, on 19th July 2016. All the WPs and Tasks Leaders present were invited
to keep a constant communication: WPs leaders with the concerned Tasks leaders, among WPs
leaders, among WPs Tasks leaders as
well as with all other participants and in
the future with the identified
stakeholders. Some Management rules
were recalled to the representatives of
the consortium, such as the upload of
the due deliverables in the online
reporting tool of the Participant Portal,
all participants were invited to keep in
account and respect all scheduled
deadlines.
As the FLOWERED project envisages the involvement of different stakeholders during the action to
acquire data, to share knowledge, to better identify the interests of the project participants and the
local communities, to spread information as well as results and to stimulate an open discussion, the
first map of stakeholders was agreed.

Contact
UNICA - Project coordinator Prof Giorgio Ghiglieri (UNICA) ghiglieri@unica.it, floweredsecretariat@unica.it
Webmaster OSS: flowered@oss.org.tn
The FLOWERED Logo has been designed by Stefano Asili.
Each color represents a Work Package (WP1 – UNICA - Advancing hydrogeological knowledge – yellow; WP2 – UNISS - Developing mitigation options
for fluoride contamination in agriculture and livestock systems – ochre, WP3 - NM-AIST - Developing innovative water defluoridation technologies –
green; WP4 – UNICA - Innovative Geo-Data system for the knowledge management – orange; WP5 – UNISS – Socio economic analysis – brown; WP6
– OSS- Dissemination and Exploitation of results, and Communication activities – red; WP8 - UNICA - Ethics and Requirements – olive.
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